Ch e e e g

R

. THE INPANTRY SCHOOL . v o
~ POURTH .SBCTION - . .o
. COMMITTER "H" N
 PORT BEEKING, GEORGIA

' COMPANY OFFICERS' COURSE
© 1925-1926

OPERATIONS OF THE 6lst INFANTRY, 5th DIVISION (U.S.) DURING
| * THE THIRD PHASE OF THE MEUSE-ARGONNE QPFENSIVE

. USAIS LIBRARY
“FT BENNING GA
\ PROPERTY ‘OF THE '
-~ US ARMY

~ 'Captain John R. Hodge, .infantry- |




INDEX

?Index.;_,f. e e e ; .';f;:. .. ;.;;;'. N I
BIDLLOGTEDRY « « « o o o 4 4 s ainn o v e e u s oI
 Additional sources of information . . . « . + o 4 o I
Margiﬁai,abbreviatians ‘. .'. . o s e s ;‘._. . .:;Iv
‘Introduction o o SRR v e c e .. a . . .v. 1
The situation of Horember l 1918 .-;-; ; . . . . e o 4
Detailed plans snd operations e e s s . . ; . o ;-. 6
Functioning of special units within and attached ta |
the. regiment S .-.';'. . 1
Analysis and criticiSm o o o o o b o b o 0 o 0 a0 s 27

LQSBOHS. s a c.o'o‘o .'o'.o . .‘..'a A e . e o_-.o_. - asa

MAPS
GBBGI&]. m&p . . . . : . e .'.. .I '..:‘. o. L L L R . " . 35
. Map showing uperations west of the Meuse . . . R

‘Map ahpwing-oporationa east of the Meuse . . « + « o &7

a--uI-;-i-_



Genaral_Staff, 4.E.7.

‘Hanson, Joseph Mills

Liggett, Hgntér 
Michelin et Cie.

Palmer, Predrick

'Pershing.”J;J;'

Pershing, J.J. and
Liggett, Hunter
Regimentsl Staff
6lst U. S Infantry
-Society.of the

Sth Division

Thomas, Shipley

U.S. Wer Department

Viner, Captain

Von Ludendorf, Erieh -

Wytha, Hajor George

BIBLIOGRAPHY

"She Germsn and American Daily Order of

Battle, 2b September-ll November, 1918," in-

- ¢luding the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. (Pre-

~pared in the Intelligence Section, General
“Staff, A.E.P., Chaumoni, France, 1919.

"Covered with Mud and Glory®, The Independent,
July 24 and 31, 1920; "Getting on to Berlin",

. Phe Indepen&ant August 28, 1920; "Qur

Graatest Viatory , SQPtember 25 1920.

“commanding an American Army Recallections
of the World wWar", Haughtcn Mif£flin Co.,
Boaton, 1925.

“Qhe Amurieans in the Great War® (Vol 3=
The Meuse-Argonns Battlefields) Michelin et
Clie. Glermont-?orrand 1920.

"Ouxr Greatest Battle™ (The Mnuse-Argonne)

Dodd, Mesd and Co., New York 11919,

"Final Repert-of Genaral,John Je Pershing,
Commander-in-Chief, American Expeditionary
Porces™. Government Printing Office, Wash-
ington, D.C. 1920. . _

"Report of the Pirst Army, American Expeditionary

Porces™, (eneral Service Schools Press, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, 1923,

"A History of the 6lst Infantry", 1920.

 "Phe Official History of the 5th Division,

U.S5.A4." Published by the Society of the

- Bth Division, Washington D. C., 1919.

"The History of the A. E.F.. George H. Doran
CO L , Kew YOI’k 1920 . '

“Racords of tha World War; Field Orders, 1918
B5th bivision®. Governmant Printing 0ffice,

. Washington D.C., 1921,
"Monograph, 5th Dirision". (colleetion of

mimeographed documents), General Service
Sohools Fort Leavenwerth, Kansas.

-“Ludendorf's Own Story,? Volume II, Harper and

Bros., New York, 1919

"Higtory of the 90th pivision®. The,QDth
_DivisiOn Assogistion 1920," o

-eII-m-



ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INPORMATION

A. INDIVIDUALS

__Alworth Edward Captain .. 0ffieial Report, covering crossing
y of Meuse River {was Captalin, 60th

Infantry commanding Company I,

60%h Infantry. Hev. 1-.11, 1918}.

‘MoClure, Lowe A., Colonel - Offiaial Report, cevering opera-
S : T ~ tions of 34 Battallon, 6lst Inf.,
¥ov. 1-11, 1918. (Was Lt. Colonel
613t Inf. commanding 34 Battalion,

-6lst Infantry, Fov. 1-11, 19218).

Morris;-Wm.,_Master'Sergsahi” Verbsal Statement (was 184 Sergeant
' S ' M.G. Company, Glat Infantry,
Kov. 1-11 1918).

Olmstead, Merrit B., Captain Verdbal Statement. (Was Captain, 61st
: S . , Infantry, and commanded lst
Battalion, 6lst Infantry, November
1-11, 1918). .

The Author ' personal Experiences. (Was Ceptain,
o ' o 6lat Infantry, and Operations

Officer of the Regiment, November
1-11, 191s. ) -

B. RECORDS _

Daily order of Battle, German and American, 25 September-ll No-
vember, 1918, including the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, prepared
in the Intelllgence Section General Staff A.E. F., Chesumont,
France, 1919. . _ : o _ _

FPield Orders and Répbrts;'nause-Argdnne. _ |

Meuse-Argonne: 3a Army Carps ‘Orders and Reporta.

_-Operations of the Third Army CQrps on the West Bank of the Meuse,
(Part II, Staff Ride, Ganaral Staff col1age, A.E.F.

©e==III---



A
E.

#0 3-C

O 5~D

FO 9-B

RE
*Hotes

| HeS

" H-61

'xe'
. 0-3

PK

PL

MARGINAL ABBEEVZATIONS USED
_ . _
Report of E. g. Allworth ﬂaptain, aoth Infantry
*¥Epitcme of Events" to maompany report of Bth Diviaion
. mhird Aray Oorps '

*riald Order # SR ﬁth Ds.vislon

*Field Ordery +

*pield Brder #___, 9th Brigadc

e i -

*Repo,rt ef Geneml H.E/ 1} '
Theae references foumd in "Honag h Sth Bivision"

A':"'I'h:e Ofﬂciil Hist_orj_of. _t'hé ﬁth ib.’tv.isio_n"
guaTﬁistary'of the aist Infantry- : |
;Q"Ludandorf'a own Story" Vol. II._‘
Verbal Sta-tement of Hagter serge&nt Bm. Korr:ls
' Raport o: Ooluml I.owe A. xcclurn _
" Verbal Statement of aaptain . =, Glmatead
i '_'.'Gpe_r.ai;i.ans. of th.e ,Thir;i Army Qorps on the W@,;t_ﬁaak 6: the Meuge”
Final Report of Gemeral John J. Persbing® o
: ferﬁonal'xnawxécge-of the Writer |
”naport of the First .ery AE.P." by Parahing -and I.iggett.

#he Hiatory or tho A.E.F. 'y Ehms. ,

R —— EIYA-—I—I



(3)rK

g

"INTRGDUCTIGN

Mnoh has been written and much more will be wrltten

~of the action of large units in wars past and in wars still
o oome but it ts hard to find authentic accounts of

oaction of the smaller units, such a8 oompanles battallons

and regiments whzch go to make up the oorps and armies of

history. Nevertheless, it is the successes or fallures of

*_these small unlts that make the successes or failures of
the armies. The small units may be 1ikened to tha

: materlals and tools uged by ‘the’ skilled artlsan in bulldlng

masterpieoe if they are not of proper quality, the

f.masterpioce ig doome&_to failura.

In'studying any éfent of nistorj, military or civil,

'u-the student must go back of the avent at hand in order
_that he may krow the governing background and in the
'"particular-aase at-nand he will be better able to grasp

ifully the story of aotion of the reglment being stuiled

-oafter a short snrvey of pertinant points in its hlstory.

Thﬂ Elst United Btatoa Infantry was a regular army

1.regiment born on the scene of Piokett's charge at Gettys-
:'burg,_Pennsylvania, on June 10 1917 by transfer of men
" and officers from ‘the ?th Infantry. (1) Thera were few of

'tha‘offioers,.and.the_few_hundred men were almost en-

tirely récrﬁitﬂ.i_(zll

This was at a tima when the War Department apparently

'o had hopes that Bryan‘a proPheoy of 8 “milllon men to arms
'overnight" wvuld come true,‘f but by November 1917 there

l were only ahout eighteen hundred of the thirty—seven
:hundred necessary for the full quots, : and they were

' recruits. (3)
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The regiment.wasvfilled in late Januar&;'igls; by the
addition of two thousand drafted méﬁff:om:aastern depots, the
military equipment and traihing of whom consisted of their

unlforms and incomplete packs._(4) They were mostly from the

" 8lums and industrial diatricts of large aastern cities, and

_icomparatively few were native Americans of native parentage,

it requiring in- many inatances two or three interpreters to

talk to a man. (5)

Tha_officqrs of this regiment below field grades were
almoat entirely ftom the first-aﬁﬁ.second-officera_training

camps, withwﬁhé:majdrityffrom-ths gécOnd'qamp.-(é)

- Théftraining of the regiment did not really begin in

'earnest-untileaﬁruary, 1918. (7) 1t réadily follows that
such.a regiment;'aven though in nasme Regular Army, would not
be up to'the:standarﬁlof & great many national army or

 national guard regiments. -

'Thé 6lst Infantfy was7aasigned to the 9th Brigade of

the Bth Division, and its battla training prior to the last

phagse of the Meuse Argonne Offen31ve con31sted of: two

tours of approximately ong: month each in the guiet sectors

| along tha.Alsace-Lorraine front, four-dgys in the St. Mihiel

action; snd. from October 12th to the 18th in the front lines

in the ﬂause-Argonne Offensive. IB) Casualties in the gquiet
fronts =nd St. ﬂihiel were negligible but the results of the

action in the Argonne ‘should be mentioned more fnlly. Battle

: oasualties here were fortyhseven officers and nine hundred

and seventy-ona men,'anﬂ in addition, during the period
October 18th to 26th while the regiment was in 5th Division -
and Third chps-Reserve, hundreds of{men.and_many officers

were evacuated sick, while many other hundreds were treated by

_thé'dgétofg; (9) Colds and threatened pneumonie from exposure,

e L O s



and diairhoea and dysentéryffrcm bad water and excess of
:canned-foods,.caused aﬁout'half aé msny casuélties as did
(10)EK ' wounda, and left many others in we&kened condition. (10) |
It was during the. eight: days spent in reserve that the regiment
got its_rast before the last phase of the Msusa—Argonne 0f- |
(1)K~ femsive. {11) Rest, in cold rainy weather without sufficient
| | shelter, SIeéping on wet ground,.in woods aﬁdIOId trenches;
rest, hafassed by long range_drtiller# and_aériél bombing:
- rest, about the solé virtue'of_whidh'was plenty 6f hot food.

(12)pPK . But in spite of drawbacks, moreale improved some. (12)

| Kear:noohlof October 26th3approximataly.si# hundred re-
7'(15)PK' plﬁceﬁents arrived,.after an_ail_morning‘hike.,(ia) The

- | writer:pe:sonaily'met ahd assignéd these'replacements to units -
of the'regiment. No records_qtherfthap a iist of names ac-
~companied these'mén, ana'ﬁhe'state of.their'traihihg could

{(14)PK ‘be determined only by gquestioning them. (14) Pew of them had

been in the service over three months, those were the veterans,

" and many of'them Said'they'had'first'gone'to camps only six
(15}PK _weeks before that time. {15) Most of the men said that they
| ::had never fired a service rifle. Many aia not have bayonets.

(16)PK (16)

A1 thpSe hho admitted'sufficiént'training.and knowledge
of the use of the rifle were.assigned to rifle companies;
: of the_balande twelve went to sach COmbat company ag litter
bearers, twenty—five or thlrty to the machine gun company
train end about two hundred were attached to the Supply

{17ypx | | Company_to be used ag carriers._(l?)

~ Less then three_hoﬁrs after these men arfivad, the regi-
meht started_its move to the front liﬁes where that night,
‘Octobef 26th-27th, it was to take'o#ef its front line sector
from which the last offensive on thé Bbché was to be launched.

(18)PK h . -_ (18) ) '___thr.ée_-;
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November lst.fdund the fegiment as c¢an be pictured from
the.foregoing: about two-thirds strength including six hundred
greén recruits; extremely short of officers, most companies
having only one officer and only two companiés with the company
commander who led them beginning October 12th: men at low
physical efficiency: in all but little improvea-from the last

combat except in morale., (19)

THE SITUATION ON NOVEMEER 1, 1918
The First American Army had been generally on the offen-
sive since 3eptember 26, 1918, in its sector north of his-
toric Verdun, between the leuse River and the Argonne ™orest,
having reached a line generally eanst and west througzh Banthe-

ville by October 234. (20)

No attempt was made at a general offensive aftzr this
time, but the time was spent in preparation for the new general
attack, which was finally set for November 1st, (21) The
Third Corps with the 5th and 90th Divisions in the front iine
from right to left,held the right of the army sector from the
Meuse River 10 include EBantheville, and on the right of the
S5th Division was the 17th Prench Corps. (28) The 9th Infantry
Brigade Waé next to the 90th Division wiﬁh the 60th Infantry
on the right and 6lst on the left, with boundaries as shown

by the map. (23)

The 61st held Ailncreville with the right of its front
line extending to opposite Clery-le~Grand along the Andon
River facing the enemy in his outpost positions of the ¥reya

Stellung along the Bardcourt Helights. (24)

The 1st Battalion hsd been turned over to the 90:th Di-
vigion for use as needed. (25) The 34 Rattalion held the
front line and the 24 Battalion was in support in vicinity of

- e fOUL
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: DETAILED PLANS AND OEERATIONB _
- on Octobar 31, 11918, DwDay was announced as Hovember 1st,

and HnHour was announced as b: 50 L.M. (34) Tha_ﬁlst Infantry

- Was charged with tne.specifia task of taking_tha Boisede—
| Babimont, and clearing the ridgé beyond to the 90th Division's

seator, starting'theladVaneé at H-plﬁs-four—hcurs. (35)

Accordingly, at 9: 50 A, M. of the 1st of Hovamber, Company .
"I", with a strength of less than one- hundred men commanded

by Captain R. S. kisher, and one platqpn of COmpany "D, 14th

Machine GﬁnVBattaliqn;'advanced on Bols-de-Babimont from a line

 just north of Alnereville, where they had gone in_rosition'

the night befqrq.:(ﬁs)

Advancing across the valley between Aincravilla and Bois-

'de-Babimont they met a heavy resiatance of rifle and machine
fgun fire both fram along ‘the unimproved road to the north,

‘and from the woods itself By & flanking movemenx on

"'_-the road, captain Fisher cleaned out the’ forae there, taking

- (37)FK

: fifty prisonars and some machine guns relieving pressure at

that point. (3?) :Again taking up the advance on Bois-de-

"'Babimont he mat-and captured'without registance an infantry

(38)PK Mc.

. (39)H-5
191

(40) 7K

191
E 161

(41)H~5.'ﬁ

company of sixty man antrenched about four hundred meters from 7
thia wood, but due to very heavy an& effective fire from the
woods, and fram vicinity of Villers on his left was pinned to
tné_grouna in thet vicinity, and forced to dig in. (38) His

‘losges were éight kiilad and twenty wounded. (39) Company "I"
- was qrdered to-remain haré“uhtilfthe advance'of'the 90th

~ Division on“the laft:wouidlrelieve the flaﬁkihg fire. {40)

During the action of Company "I" on Babimont, the GOth
Infantry eritered cleryaleéGranﬁ wfthflittle'resiatance and

 01eared the weatern sloye of Hill 261 and the 90th Division

on the left nad clearad the ridgé southwest from Andevanne. {41}*
Ui i
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34 Battallon north of Aincfeviile, (43}

-from Buﬂ-sur-MeﬁSe and back of Dun-sur-Mauﬁé.

_ The 1st Battalion had operated slong the right flank of the
;Qoth_Division@~and‘hgd_conneqted up'with flenk patrols of the

The 24 Battalion

hadAremaine& in_?pSition in support.

"

The attack of the army had been so successful on the

first day that the belief began to grow that the Germans were

due for & break and plana for pursuit were inangurated (43)

At the request of the Colonel of the Glst Infantry, General

Castner, commanding the 9th Brigade, asked that the 1lst
Battalion be returned to régimantal eontrol a&s soon as possible,
that it might be used when ‘the time for pursuit came, and was

promlsed that action would be taken. (44)

On'ths nightgqf'EOfemher 1st7-2d, Company "L" joined
Company "I" in front‘of”Bois-de—Babimont and suppdrted by
Companies "K" and "M" and fire from the attached machine com-
pany, they swept the woods clear on the 24, against a somewﬁat
1¢ssened resistanae; and pushed along the westarn-rim-of the

Punch Bowl. (45).

| Howe?er thesé aompanieé still'got'some flanking fire

from Hill 243 and the vicinity of Villers-devant-Dun until the
90th Division and 1st Battalion of ‘the Glst (still with the 90th)
drove through and cleared the enemy out of that vicinity (46)

The 60th Infantry.on the right took CIery-leaPetit driving

two machine gun . companies toward Doulcon, an patrols of the

ad Battalion Glat connected up with tha 60th along the = uthern

rim of the Punch Bowh. (47)

'-Enemy Shelling:inqreased:during the day, most of it coming

Avistors re-~

‘ported that there seemed to- be & considerably increased move=

ment of transportation to the ‘rear on the east side of the

Meuse, indicating that the enamy Was heginning & withdrawal

----seven---
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of materiel., (48) The enemy met by the regiment on this day

had been from unitsyof the 88th German Division. (49)

Early the morning of November 34, the 1st Battalion was
returned to regimental control and was ordered to clean up
the large saucer-like area west of Dun-sur-leuse, called the
Punch Bowl, the entire ares of which was now included in the
sector of the 6lst. (50) This battalion changed direciion east-
ward from its position on the right of the 90th Division,
passed through the 3d Battalion, and swept down the eastern
3lope of the ridge they then occupied. They were metl by a
withering fire as they struck the lower 310pe. Artillery in
bun-sur-lleuse; one pounders from Dun-sur-Meuse snd Doulcon,
machine gans from Doulcon, FPme-de-Jupille, and Pme-de-la-Eriere
all opened up. (51) 'he lineg were thrown into momentary con-
fusion, and but for the personal leadgrship of Captain Ieritt
E. Olmstead, who was commanding the battalion, might hsave
been slopped completely. Te led them on, however, and under
pressure, the resistance 1eésened. (62) The advance of the
90th silenced the fire:from Pme-de-Jupille, the Boch leaving
of their own accord, and as the battalion advanced, the eneny
left Prne-de-la-Briere, {53) The Boche -in Doulcon, seeing that
the Americans were not being stopped, and being fired on by
machine guns of the 60th Infantry from the south, reslirzed their
rrecarious position, and got out under cover of the railroad
yards, withdrawing to, Dun. Company "C" of the 6lst, under com-
mand of Lieutenant E. A. Smith, entered and occupied the town

of Doulcon about 11:00 A.M., Mopping up 2 few remaining sniners,

(54)

In this town there were large military stores including
several million feet of lumber,extensive railway yards snd much
rolling stock, and the souvenir hunters were in their glory.(55)
Also, there were many gardens of fresh vegetables, includ ing

——=gight-==
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flat to the canal to begin work there, wading mud and water

up to waist deep, and,sératahed-bj'thorny'brush'in'going

Boross, the two "I Companies folloWing'closely}‘(BS)

' The work on the_canal'bridges began Withoﬁt.uhdue dis-

turhahce from the enemy. - He was somewhat suspiéiOus of the

: whole area shown by desultory machine gun flre bursts of

. (86)a 1l

(87)4 1

(8B)PK Mc 2
H—s 215 .

(B9)PK 4 1

(90)PK Mo 2

which struck near.the_hrldgingjparties,_ It-was a very dark
night and one.bfidge'Was'completed by'E-SO AM., and about
51xty men of the two reglments were across, when“faint dawn
and probablj noise led to its discovery. (84) About eight

enemy machlne guns opened up an accurate fire from the base

of the west slope of Hill 250 shooting,out_the bridge almost

‘ingtantly, and inflicting a_few'casualtiéé on the men (85)

actualiy-cfossing} Thqsa across took cover under hedgss
near the bank and apparently éscépad the notice of the gunners
for the moment while those on the west bank got gbod gover

unger the high'caﬁal dyke'or bank.ﬁ(Bﬁ}. As'the men who had

' crossed'began to pick up-these guns, they opened sniping.

fire and. drew the fire to themselves for the time ‘being. (87)

-The situation was dangarcus for the group across the canal. and

called for-heroic action on the part of SOmebody Captaln:
'Wlsher of" COmpany I, Sixty-First and Captain Allworth of
Company I 60th, calling on volunteers to follow them, swam the

canal about twenty-flve meters wide..(88] Two men were

_drowned in the attempt to follow but gnough went scross that

v1th whatw&x@ lready there, they‘were able to-clean out <he

closest guns. (89) Then- by means of ropes which had been thrown e
'across and the partially repaired bridge, more men come across,
those of the 60th attacking H11l 260 and those of the 61lst the

slope toward Hill 292, elearing,a space around_the-brldge S0

that iticouldﬁbe_fnliy‘répaired..(90)-

The engineers salvaged boats from the bridge that

---thirteen—~~



 -. S hadﬁnerer been‘fihiehed and with them repaired the other

l'(91)PK:Mc 2 one. (91) Soon after that the rest of the twe 34 Battalions

(92)PK'M0.2 crossed and joined those parts elready aeross. (92) With this
'impetus the atteck pregressed ‘more rapidly and the foothold

on the.eaet,bank of the_Meuee wes-made_eecuras'

The 2d Battslion of the 6lst now orossed tha river and
(98)PK Mc 2 canal, following up the canal behind the 3d. (93) Colonel -

Peyton of the 61et took command of the mixed regiment east

(94)PK of the Meuse. (94)
H-5, 219

The 34 Battalion of the Glst pusned on up the south and

weet slopeaof Hill 292 assisted by air bursts of shrapnel fire - -

' .(96)PKl- frOm the artillery near Clery.le Grand.’(zzrghe.erest—egfggzt(96) .

o K11l the battalion was stopped by machine gun and artillery | |

{97)Mc 2  fire from the other side. (97) Lt. Colonel Meclure comrandlng;

| '. - made a personal reconnaielence toward the enemy end locating
maehine gun nests and two 77-guns, eent a campany around each
flank These companies captured g large number of machlne gung,

_ _ the two 77's and killed . and eaptured several Boche driving

(98)PK Mec 2 the ‘rest toward Milly deVant-Dun (98)

l In the meantime the 2d Battalion had gons on up the river _e;g
_ - past the west side of Hlll 292, and took Dun-sur-Meuse about
(99)PK_MG ~ mnoon, drlving several hundred of the enemy toward Milly. (99)
_-gl9?f§f6l‘ ﬂejor Stark said that if he had had machine gans he .could
g 227Qh,IV _haverkilled eeores from'the heights in Dun, but the carry
'acroes the foot hrldgee was well nigh impossible for the

nachine gunners.

'rfhere were many evidences of thenﬂurprieélof'the Germans
{100)PK - at Duneeurameuse. {100) Valueble personal belonginge were
| " scattered everywnere;' An officers' mess had the food on
the table ready to sit dewn to eat, and impertant maps and

documente were left behind.  The Boche had.not,intended to

--=fourteen---
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leave the east bank of the Meuse. Captured orders read as
follows: "The enemy's crossing of the Meuse is to be prevented
abgolutely. Should he succeed, he is te be thrown back into
the Mense at once. The enemy must not get a footheld on this
side of the Meunse under any circumstances.® (101) Von ILuden-
dorff's "Own 3tory"™ shows that the line of strategic retreat
was %o come only to the Meuse. (102) Nevertheless it had been

crogsed,

The 24 Battalion reorganized at Dun-sur-Meuse ani followed

. up-the'enamy across the flats toward Milly-devant-Dun, taking

that town. (103) This mdvance was made under seemingly impas-
sable machine gun fire from the south base of Cote St. Germain,
but with little heaitation by the men. It is worthy of record
that this was typical of this regiment at this time. (104)

Men proyperly led would advance almost unflinchingly in face

of machins gan fire, but would stop for minutes for a couple
of shell bursts., Thia_waé-no doubt due to two things, namely,
that they hsd not had enough experience against machine guns
to realize that the fumny noises they heard were bullets; and
to the fact that so many of thelr casualties eafliar had been
from shell fire. It is belleved that the first resson is

negresti correct, especimlly as regards the replacements.

The 34 Battalion spent & busy afternoon in mapping up the
area they had taken, and part of the woods on the east base of
Hill 292, consolidating their lines on the Milly-devanti-Dun--
Pountaines road, with a battalion ¢f the 1llth Infantry of the
10th Brigade on its right flank extending southward. (105)
Part of the 11th had oome north that morning after the 10th
Brigade oompleted ecrossing the cansl at Brieulles. They had
passed by the battalion of the 60th east of Hill 260 in a drive
on Dun-sur-Meuse, not knowing that the river had besn crossed
by the 9th Brigade, and had connected up with the 3d Battalion

--=fifteon--=
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the steady dogged advanoa brake the nerve of tho enamy on

the southwest end ef thu hill and by night the battalion

hola the hill to the-middlo of the saaale, Joinad up on the
I_rignt wlth the 60th Infantry near the base of the east slope.
‘{132) ‘ R

' Company A had moved toﬁard”Lion-defént-hnn at the same

time the attsack on Cote St. Gormain started and sfter

¢clearing the enemy fram tbs woods sauthwest of Lion patrols

entered the town,-bnt faileﬁ to hrogk througb thﬂ enemy de-

- fenses on-the_nbrthérn edge of town. (123) Soon after these

patrbia entered, tha epemy lsid a heavy'bombardmant on the
town which forced the patrola *o withdraw to the soathern
edge and dig in, wher e tho company stayed for the night.(124)

The Bd Battalion covereﬁ the left flank to the canal for
the night bnt was atill not 1n 1iaisen with the 90th
Bivisian theugh several patrols had gona out during the day

.in attempts tu ‘connect up with them. (125) The regiment
-_had met new enemy troops on this dqy. In addition to
_prisoners of the S6th Maahine Gnnnera, they got prisoners

_from & unit of tha 20th Garman Bivision. (126)

During tha afternoon of thﬂ Gth the enemy avions .
had been the moat active af any day the ragiment had ever ex-

:perienced. (127) They were everywhere, and at such low al-

'titndés in meny csses, that onn.canld plainly'aea the faces

othha pilots. mhey swept treaps with machine guns, and
thraw small hand bombsg ‘and hanﬁ grenades where tracps were

geen, Only the faet that troops wera well soatterad gaved

-many oasnalties. “The bridgo at Bun-sur-uause was bombed but
 not nit._(lze) Even so everybody concernea rested easier

- when darkn.ss same ana these gentlemen headed for home,

On the evaning cf tho Gth ths regimsntal comman& post
--~eighteon--—
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moved to Milly-devant-Dun. (129) Soon after dark the combat
trains came up with ammunition and what seemed fer more
important to the men, hot food. (130) The supply situation
had been bad at all times sinee the lst, especially as to hot
food for fromt line units, but after tfoops erogsed the river
they had had no hot food until the 6th. (131) The 24 and 34
Battslions went from the night of the 4th on reserve rations,
the 34 being fed a hot meal during the day of the 6th, and the

24 getting one that night. 7The strain was telling, too.

Many
meh had to be evacuated sick on the 6th and 7th, sc weak they
gould hardly stand. (132) The lack of proper food, the exposure,
bad water, and the fatigue of hard fighting had reduced

the physical efficlency of many more men to an extremely low
point. A company of seventy effective rifles was & large
company. (133) There were two compsnies irn the regiment with no
officers, and no rifle company had more thag one. (134) The
colonel had, besides the surgeon and the supply officer, one
staff officer. (135)

fighting spirit left, (136)

In gpite of all this, there was still some

During the night of the 6th patfola were very active,
keeping in touch with tha enemy and his activities. Thirteen
men of Companies B and D got lost in the fog behind the enemy
lines on Hill 350 (the north end ¢of Cote St, Germain), and were
captured. (137) The officer with them was wounded in the
thigh, but got away and crawled down the hill to Company A's
lines by morning. Lines were thinly held and Boche patrols got
behind the lins of the 24 Battalion, csusing a litfle nervoug-
ness., A patrol of Hesdquarters Company sent out by the orera-
tiona officer, daptured four ﬁrisoners'Just wesat of Milly and

drove several of the enemy out of the area. (138)

There was much speculation asbout this time as to what would

happen if the Boche shounld counterattack.
L : ~-=nineteen~---~
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toudh with the anemy; Positiona ‘were 1mpr0ved and organized

3for defense, (144) Outpost 11nes were pushed out from one to

ane and one-h&lf kilometars furthar to the front keeping con-

tact with the encmy. (145) Units were reorganized and fresh

.supplias of ammnnitien snd reserve ‘rations iasued to all troops.
- Pive or 8ix affiﬂers of the regiment who had been attending

 ¢orps schools joinad the rogiment this day, anﬂ were received

with great welcoms as therewaraenough of them te give al least

" one officer per aompany. (146)

on the'evéning‘éf the Bth-'the'ﬁlst was ordered to go out

of its sector to the 1eft aleng the rivar take'Chateau

Chameis and Houzay, thus covering the crossing of the 90th

Division to the east hank of the Meuse. (14?)

Ganoral Castnor commanding tha 9th Bmigade, ordered two
companiea and a platoon or ‘mechine guns to sccomplish this
task and the job fell to the Sd Battalion, they having had the
1ongeat rest.' Lt; 0010nel MﬁClure wanted tc aend the wnola

battalion, but. was voted down, and Campanies L and M wers

:dgsignated. ‘Thaae.two eompqniea and.a platoen of Company B,
'14th Machine Gﬁn"Battalion under Ceptain C.B., Mertin of Company
L, pasaed through Milly shout 4 00 A.M., wara issued extra

| rations and given final instructions by the ragimental com-~

mander . (148) They‘cleared Lion about daylight, taking up

3ad?anee guard fﬂrmqtioﬁ‘with strang flank patrols on either
‘side, merching left of the Lion-ae#ant-nun--Moﬁﬁay road to

avoid ambush from Foret de Woevre.-(l&gl although patrols re-

_ ported that wood evaauated on this édge.

The firat rosistanee was struck 1n Bois—da TLion where the . 

detachmsnt was foraed te elaan out two machine gun nests, killq‘

ing nine and oapturing one of the enemy. (150} From there to
-the unimprO?ea road between chateau chamois and the canal, they

---twenty-ona---. '
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'advanﬁed on Meuzay..(;ﬁal
‘brigade
_1eaat his wnrds centained some truth.‘

(156) PK
'was the bridgehead for the 90th Division made secure.

‘order for the pursuit of'thé enemyiwas insugurated.

found the Bochs'éntrenchcd5behihﬂ wire:entahgieménts, facing
the canal where they expectad crossings hy the QOth. (151)

- ‘
Caught in flank behind their own wire, most of tham ran, going

north. {152) The few who did resist were wiped out to the
man. - Soma resiatanoe wasg met at Chateau Chamois, but was goon
ended, A detachment was left at Chateau Chamois and ths rest

“Sharp reaistance was mat at louzay

g atﬁfirét but the Boche, adeording:to gome prisoners'captured,r-'

thought theae troopa were tha advance guard of at least a
‘and the battalian holding the twwn retraated to the
“The Amaricans are

(165) At

nurth. (154) One Garman priaoner said
suoch fools we do not know what they will do next™.
At 1:45 P, M;-word of
the capture of Mouzay was aent back and outpest lines estab-
1ished 500 mepers north and east of the village.’(156) Thus

Prig-

'onérs'éapturad had héan.from the BOth-Gérman.Division and
‘again from units of 117th ée:man Division, who hed been met
in the Pundh'Bew1 and anlaon'on-tha-Sd. 115?}

' The acticn against Mbazay had netted a great galin at
very small acst ten being kille& and one woundad and in

'_addition to the material gain, had 1iberated about seven
_hundred French eitizens in the town of Mouzay. (158) Companies

+I and X were sent to Mouzay 1n the aiternaon.with rations

for the half starveﬁ Franch.-(lﬁS) _There was_conaiderable

'shelling of the rosd but they passed without mishap.

| With the capture of Mouzay the action under the latest
This

-_order ealled for the entire 3d corpa to turn eastward and

drive hard against the enemy toward Luxembeurg and destroy
his demoralized army. {160) Ihen the bth Bivision had crossed

the river and gona 80 daeply into enemy territorr, it had
----twenty—tws---
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| - . 'ﬁreliavéd tha 6bsﬁaclos 1n frant of tho French corpa on the .
| (1611&-5 right and theae had slready cleaea the 5ap on tha ‘right. (161)
."“239 =-'.;_"How the BOth Biviaian was ta cross the. river aad attack on the- 
f }1ett.; !ha immsdiate task of . the 61st Infantry was to march
; | 1w1th advanee guard threngh ths reret-de-Woevra, deploy on tha .  :

'”ifeaat side, cnnneet np with the sath Infantry.lhich was to go
. there on’ the right and with_them take: Juvignx, penetrating .

”~i;f1§3)9f*d _tbn ylateaus beyonﬂ as far as peasible. (168) The resiment 1033 o

. ”5?°j?§?5f?3” the 5a Battalien wss te mureﬁ until 1 00 L.K. Hovember 10th,. -
f-1 .rsst until daylight anﬁ then rrocesd to the attack The
. B4 _Battalion. was to remain 1n Mousay until the 90th Diviston
ST "?_craaao& and corere& thsir ewn bridgehead and then follow the
;ff _;1gg;£K-'_'resimentw'(lﬁs’ At thn latest thug were to leave Mouzay at
;f* ;£1§g;PK; ' noen’en the lOth regar&losa a! progress by tha QOth. (164)
__.:ja‘f_* ) ;;Qha rogimnntal aammand post -evad te Chatsau ChAEois about V
' (18B)FK  derk, the 9th. (166) The upporting. artillery moved imto
EEC _:'Lpeaition 1n vieinity oi chateau Qhamaia soon atterward and
' sbout ‘mine ?.H._the st ang ad Battalions 1n the order named,

i{lsﬁ)ﬁt ';_pasaoa 1ntp the woa&s. (1557

. thl going en this m&rch was axtramely hard.‘ There were -
' *no reada, aa such throngh the waads. Tne map shewad T |
o | '“;;f‘Iew 'picapaths' but thay were alaeai eamplotaly avargrbwn.
;  £;§?131{;  (15?) % had baen raining anﬁ ‘the aWampy graund tnrnoa into
- | f”*,a sen ef mu& undwr ’.f'tausa‘l:«._-‘= Thesa troapl draw maahine gun
"'*f:;§: ”"ifirc alang the northarn adge of the woo&a, aelaying ‘the march -
B _ﬂ.l? 2 and at 1 OG P,R. the halt wag: madc aheut four kilometers .
'”j g15éi§;?iﬁ QaSt of Menzay. (168) Lt daylighj thc lut Battalion found
' . ;;,itsa1£ efi 1ts road to the lefﬁ and was qaught in flank by
'?.;}maehine guas to the north and fﬂreed %o depley eut of the’
I  1”72regimsnta1 seatﬁr faaing north, whilc a unit of the 2& a
:;;£;§?}2[ ”1:Batta1ion pratoeted 1ts 1eft flauk. {169) Tha 90th Division
' ”_:had crosaod the river during the night but had not ‘advanced

. ‘aélépéfggs far anaugh to reliava tha p:ossnrg en.tha north fi?o)
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The 24 Battalion moved on eastward behind the sereen of the

1st, and got out-pogts aslong the eastern edge of thi woods
. i

connecting up with the 60th dy night of the IOtéEA The 3d

Battalion came from Mouzay on the morning of the 10th and took

up position behind the 2d. ®FEL) (172) The lst Battalion was

held by the enemy at almost the same point 1t had been pinned
that morning, due to the slow advance of the 90th through the
woods east of Mouzay. (173) Enemy shelling on the 10th was
worse tham any dsy spent east of the Meuse, {174) showing
that the *enemy was not entifely through with war.

The night of the 10th, fresh instructions were added %o
the previous order issued. The central theme of these in-
structions was to tske Juvigny and go a3 far as possible, and
do 1t the next moraning. (176} This advance gtarted very
slowly, but had gained the Remoiville-Baslon rosd before it
was called off. {(176) Word of the Armistice was telsphoned
to the regimental commander at 7:30 A.M., was relayed by
telephone to the 34 Battalion and the attack stopped a 1little
past 8:00 A.M. (177) It was none too soon. The jrevious
night had bteen freezing,and this added to the other hardships
had about killed what little physical resistance the troops
had. Ko man had more than one blanket and many of them had
none. There is little aouht but that the physicalrh&ndships
had about overcome the spirit to go forward. (178)

Company E took over the outpost line of the regiment
on the afternoon of the 11lth, and the balance of the command
slept under & roof for the first time since October 4th, for

but even then :

many of them; /it was only the airplane hangars south of
Mouzay. A muster by pfocess of dounting noseg yheld on
the 12th,showed the total strength of the regiment at that
time to be approximately twelve hundred and fifty. (178a)

Official battle casnalties are reported as four hundred and one

for this period, tmt the casualties of sickness, just as
: : : ~==twenty-four---
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get where they wanted 1t with animala and it taak too many
men te move 1t.' Theae guns were rsturnsd to their battery
on the 6th. (183)

'Ehe sﬁpporting artillery'waé not used for barfage‘firing'

at any time during this aetion. (184). It'waS'uaed to fire
on dosignated targets snﬂh a8 paintl of speeial registance,

'sensitive points, and retreating enemy troops. The cooperation'

of the artillery was splendiﬁ; even'theﬁgh-they were not of
the Divisional Artillery. 'ﬁhe‘guns were képt well to the

' front and tnere was never s time but that some guns were in .
firing position exaept during the time from arosaing the Meunse
‘on the 5th until therheayy_briage opened on the 6th..(185)

2. HOWITZER WEAEOHS.- The assignmant of these weapons

.:within the regimant has been given. Resu;ta_of-their use in

this aation is almest uﬂknown. The staksa mortara and 37-mm,

gnn with the 34 Battalian were nsed some in the attaek on

~Bois de Bsb -imont, but with uﬂknown results. (186) Because
ot the difficulty of transpertatian, the Stokes was not used
'on the east sids of the nnuaa. (18?) The 1aak of results ob-
" tained with the Stokes may be further due to the fact that the
" only officer apacialist-was killed prior to Eovember 1st. (1881 ':

The 3?-mm. guns ware nned east of the river, but were not used

'with their - assigned battalions, going more or less on their

(189) The only known resalt is that one gun disablsed two

Ptrncks-en the~Heusay--Branaaville raad on November 7th, (190)

5. QMMUHIGQTIOHS.- The. communicationa psrsonnel of
oombineﬂ signal sorps and 1nfantry aoldiera funetioned ‘wonder=

" fully well. ?here was ho signal aarps officer with the regiment
and the anly affieer lpeeialist ‘had been killed on Qctober 12 th,
_leaving a signal-aerps sargeant in eharga working under the
-suporvision of the Operatians offiaer. (191) Ehese men carried

talephone wires fbrwar& behind aaaaalt battaliona on all

e L P BRI R —n-twsnty-six—--



ocoasions and carried fhe regimental lines forward when the com-
mand post moved. The.regimental command post was always in
communication with higher authority and usually in touch with
(192)FK the agsaunlt battalions when they halted & few hours. {192)
Two‘notable achievemeﬁts were following the 24 Batiallon into
" Milly with & telephone 1ine on the afternoon of November 5th,
and carrying a line to Mousgay on the 9th, arriving there sbout

(193)PK two hours after the capture. (193)

Telephone and runner formed the principal means of com-
munication, no pigeons being furnished and the T.P.S. be ing
impractigable to nge because of distances., The radio was &
®ne.way instrument, outgoing only, and was not used except
on the occasion of the march through the Foret-de-Woevre when
it was sent with the leading battalion. (194) During this
(184hee mission on the morning of Fovember 10th the radio inmstrument
and its orew were caught under the machine gun fire directed

gt that battalion, and the instrument destroyed and the crew
(195) K of six men all killed. (195)

4, INTELLIGENCE.- The intelligence section of the

regiment also operated without an of ficer, the only specialist
{196)TK being evacuated sick at the start of the action. (196) These

men did good work, however, in guestioning prisoners and es-

tablishing observation posts, turning in much valuable in-

format ion. Observation ﬁosts were established on Hill 299

west of the Meuse snd in Dun-sur-Meuse and on Hill 350 east
(197)PK  of the Meuse, (197) The men also sccompanied patrols in many
(198)PK cases. (198) |

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
The operations of the 6lst Infantry that have just been
described were highly successful.on the part of the Americans,
and the enemy demonstrated again here as he had at other times,

-~mtwentiy-gseven--«



 elements. Standing on either bank and looking to the other
this fest looks wellinigh ;@posSiﬁlsfagainat an enemy of any
| atréngtn st all, and tnera_whre'aevaral hundred men-in the
vieinity of Dunssurwgeuée'éa hes been‘shdin. ;Tho capture of
MOnzay against numerically superior forcea ia apother typical
case of thg same kind. The principle of mags was violated
‘,iﬁ thé'iégiment on the first_day.in the attack on Bois-de-
Bsbimont. The 53 Bsttalion,sttscking ss & whole,would have
._-1n§ured.thu éaptura of"fhis woodé. Ho#éver, thié may‘have
aided later action in making commandars realize that the

'-enemy st this time wes atill strong._

_4; BCONOMY OF FORCE.- he principle of economy of force

was nstaliy_oﬁéervéd. In almdat evary-case'battalicns were
kept intadt whenjsent on'é.miséioﬁ; atrikihg_aS'a unit, and
._the'missions'given them-wefé'aﬁouf cémﬁeﬁsnrate'with their

”_ streﬁgth.; The outstanding violation was the nae of the lst
Battalioh on Gote St.. Germain and Lion-devant-hun en the 6th.,
There is very little doﬁbt but that 1f Company A had been with
the battalion on the hill and'let'the Bd Battalion take Tion,
that both attacks wounld have been complately successful the
first day. Itrmight be said that the attack on Bois de Babi-

| mOnt and on-Mougay.were violations ‘of economy of force. The

: latter wcrkéd, hdw@vef,.and'for that raason.cannot be harsh-
1y criticiééd. Had the enemy put ap & determined resistance
with the fbraes he had, these companies would have been squan~

ae_red with no gain at Mouzay.

5.'MGVEMEHT.- The whéie-oPeraticn 1n'this.study is
one nf m07ement against 8 more and more defaated enemy. No
oyportunity to move forward 1n eantact with the enemy was lost,
and hence ‘it may be sald that this principle of Wwar was con-

tinually dbserved and - illustrated.

 ._6, SURPRISB.— An outstanding violation of the prin-
- -~-thirty---.



ple of surprise was tho'attemptod oroaaing ofothe-Méuse on

the afternoon of tne'ith' This operation invited failure
fromiita inoeptioh. It ia true that the enemy did not fire

On patroiooalong:tho river that day, but this could not be
taken at fsce value, because eny sen31blo onomy would refuse
to he baited in such a manner. The.g:eat pressure from higher

command seems 1o have lod to this take-a-chancs action.

'Two verﬁ fine_examplos-of-tha oomplianoo wi#h the prin-
 oip1e of surprise wore tho sotual orosoing of tne river the
night or Hovembsr %th-ﬁth and the taking of Chateau Chamois
| " and Mouzay. Noither oould possibly have suncceeded on other

 terms.,

7. SEGURITY.- The principle of saourity was well com-
plied with by the Amorioans at all timos. Patrols wore active
'daily and nightly,_and the rogimantal commander always had
sonie force availablo as a raoorve. Tho failure to get in
touch with the 90th Division on the 1eft on November 6th and
E 6th conld hardly ‘be oallad a flat violation, beoause it was
.known that they occupied the west hank of tha river while our
left flank roatod on the river, though not in aotnal contaet

The rear guard aotion of thn Boghe was in itsolf eOm=
plianoe with this prinoiple thongh he violated it when his
flank of the foroea guarding the- river south of Mouzay was

surprised and driven in,

8. SIEPLICITY.- Plana were kept simple and direot
within the regiment and unity of oommand maintained throughout,
thereby oomplying with simplicity. Howaver, within the
fhrigado 1t appesars that the uge of a battalion of each regi-
ment_under_goneral command of an offieer.or one regiment was
& violation. On the wholo'it oppaaro that this could have
‘been carried out more expeditiously by turning the job over

wemthirty-one -
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t0 one regimént.' On. the other hand there is a qnestion 6%
morale and of aompstitive spirit betwaen two sister organ-
izations.  For example, 1t 15 doubtful if either of the two

companies wonld have gOne to tha river on the afternoon of

the 4th if they had not baen pitt&d against eaeh other in
_grim.competition. This spirit was again manifested on the
morning of'the.ﬁth, inrattagking the heighta_after crossing

the river. There is no reason to believe that there was in-

tefmingling of-the troopa of the two units;

9 GOOEER&TIOH.- The spirit of eooperation, hence the

' complata obsarvance of ths principle,-Was one of the out-

standing features of the whole aperation. @he artillery was

_always well up and begging for targats exeept as noted, when
lit wasg bayond their powers-'not onee was a request for fire

~ answered with "We can't get fire om that area®. (199) Enginsers

414 their shere in the matter of bridges. The regiments
cooperated 1n'crossing'the rivef.' Eho 6lst Infantry cooperated

with the 90th Division in the matter of a bridgehead for the

 latter. ~The 24 Battalion cooperated in assisting the 1lst

by flank pretection on the morning of the 1Gth when the
lst got caught on the 1eft by ths enemy north of them.

The communications personnel cooPeratad mo8%t heartily
in thair maintepance of telephones. Supply units did every-
thing possible in s diffianlt situation. This gspirit went

" far toward the succeases of the regiment as a whole.

_ IB330R3 N
1. Untrained replacements do.not”fill-the gape in

' 'ranka, and an organizetion that magt be refiiled tb'gn'into
 battle shonld ‘be allowed tim@ at least to oriant the replace-

- ments they receive.

2. Training 1n tachniquc of river croaaingp ‘should be _
| ---thirty—tws--- 



- gifen.all_cbmbat”traopa; with enough actual practiae that they

know how to make s e'rossing'-shoﬁia the nesessity arise.

5. Personal laadership rather than direeting alone in

"those shove thn platoon or company cammanﬁera, is often necese~ . -

"sary in combat to get best resnlta.

4, Mare time in training of combat treops 1n hygiene and

o :peraonal aare will ba tima woll spont and will save many men

with ‘whom to faae the enemy whan tnay are moat needed.

5. ?he 3p1ritua1 dr morale elémént of thi hnman being is

far in excess of the physieal in nvercoming obstacles and

'hardshipa.

6 The 1imits of human enduranca are almest unknown if

-men are led anﬁ have the dasire te advanae.,

‘ 7, rho_spirit o: veﬁgeanee can;often be-nsed to-further

_”thq_enda_of a Commandcr ihfﬁa§t1e;a'

8 Competition between unita can. he utilized in battle

','as well 89 on the drill greund.

9. The aceompanying gun !ram artillery haa r'little'value

-in aomhating 4 rear guard aation.; It is too enmbersomq,not

mcbile enaugh, roba thu main body of artillery of that many

guns and will not nsually get mueh further forward than will
1ts own battery.

10 Determined infantry, almost nnaided can wreat ground

from an enemy of lower moralo.' 

11. lrtillery barrages are unnecosaary in open warfare,

ceneentrations serving tho purpose better.
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- 18, COEmnnieations by teleph@no ean be kopt up down : \jﬂw\
to the ‘battalion under almost any aircnmstanasa. B Ei‘

15. Gaoperatian between arms, botwoen units. and within

~:nn1ts will gain results far beyond the affnrt expended.

po



